
Zion United Methodist Church
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost                                     September 24, 2023

GATHERING MUSIC                         

WELCOME

† CALL TO WORSHIP             Psalm 105
      

L: O give thanks to the LORD; call on his name; make known his deeds among the 
    peoples.
P: Sing to him, sing praises to him; tell of all his wonderful works.

L: Glory is his name; let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice.
P: Seek the LORD and his strength; seek his presence continually and 
    remember the wonderful works he has done.

† HYMN                         God Will Take Care of You                             UMH #130

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION         

O God, source of all that makes life possible, giver of all that makes life good. 
We gather to give you our thanks, yet we confess that we have often failed to 
live our thankfulness. What we have we take for granted, and we grumble 
about what we lack. We have squandered your bounty, with little thought of 
those who will come after us. We are more troubled by the few who have more 
than by the many who have less. Forgive us, O God. In this hour of worship, 
accept our thanksgiving; and teach us to make gratitude and sharing our way 
of life; through the grace of Jesus Christ. Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON                          Exodus 16:2-8,12-15
2 The whole congregation of the Israelites complained against Moses and Aaron in 
the wilderness. 3 The Israelites said to them, “If only we had died by the hand of the 
LORD in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the pots of meat and ate our fill of bread, 
for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with 
hunger.” 4 Then the LORD said to Moses, “I am going to rain bread from heaven for 
you, and each day the people shall go out and gather enough for that day. In that 
way I will test them, whether they will follow my instruction or not. 5 On the sixth day, 
when they prepare what they bring in, it will be twice as much as they gather on 
other days.” 6 So Moses and Aaron said to all the Israelites, “In the evening you shall
know that it was the LORD who brought you out of the land of Egypt, 7 and in the 
morning you shall see the glory of the LORD, because he has heard your complaining

against the LORD. For what are we, that you complain against us?” 8 And Moses said,
“When the LORD gives you meat to eat in the evening and your fill of bread in the 
morning, because the LORD has heard the complaining that you utter against him—
what are we? Your complaining is not against us but against the LORD.” 12 “I have 
heard the complaining of the Israelites; say to them, ‘At twilight you shall eat meat, 
and in the morning you shall have your fill of bread; then you shall know that I am 
the LORD your God.’ ” 13 In the evening quails came up and covered the camp, and in 
the morning there was a layer of dew around the camp. 14 When the layer of dew 
lifted, there on the surface of the wilderness was a fine flaky substance, as fine as 
frost on the ground. 15 When the Israelites saw it, they said to one another, “What is 
it?” For they did not know what it was. Moses said to them, “It is the bread that the 
LORD has given you to eat.

CHILDREN’S TIME

† HYMN                     Jesus, the Very Thought of Thee                       UMH #175

GOSPEL LESSON                                                   Matthew 20:1-16
1 “For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning 
to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2 After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius for 
the day, he sent them into his vineyard. 3 When he went out about nine o’clock, he 
saw others standing idle in the marketplace, 4 and he said to them, ‘You also go into 
the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. 5 When he went out 
again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. 6 And about five o’clock 
he went out and found others standing around, and he said to them, ‘Why are you 
standing here idle all day?’ 7 They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He 
said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ 8 When evening came, the owner of the
vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning 
with the last and then going to the first.’ 9 When those hired about five o’clock came, 
each of them received a denarius. 10 Now when the first came, they thought they 
would receive more; but each of them also received a denarius. 11 And when they 
received it, they grumbled against the landowner, 12 saying, ‘These last worked only 
one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the 
day and the scorching heat.’ 13 But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you 
no wrong; did you not agree with me for a denarius? 14 Take what belongs to you 
and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. 15 Am I not allowed to 
do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am 
generous?’ 16 So the last will be first, and the first will be last.”

MESSAGE                                  “It’s Not Fair”                          Rev. David Magruder



PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER  

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  A Modern Affirmation          UMH #885

GLORIA PATRI            UMH #70
 

† HYMN                        O Master, Let Me Walk with Thee                   UMH #430

† BENEDICTION

 


