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Fifth Sunday of Easter                                                         April 28, 2024

GATHERING MUSIC                         

WELCOME

INTROIT

† CALL TO WORSHIP                
      

L: In the midst of the congregation, I will praise you O God.
P: Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous, and give thanks to God’s holy name!

L: I will extol you, my God and King, and bless your name for ever and ever. 
P: Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised, and God’s greatness is 
    unsearchable.

† HYMN           The Church’s One Foundation                        UMH #545

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

God, our grove, our lover, our well: In the resurrection of your Son, you have 
brought us into your garden. Marry us for now and for ever, and give us to eat 
from the tree of life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON                                   Psalm 22:25-31

25 From you comes my praise in the great congregation; my vows I will pay before 
those who fear him. 26 The poor shall eat and be satisfied; those who seek him shall 
praise the LORD. May your hearts live forever! 27 All the ends of the earth shall 
remember and turn to the LORD, and all the families of the nations shall worship 
before him. 28 For dominion belongs to the LORD, and he rules over the nations. 29 To 
him, indeed, shall all who sleep in the earth bow down; before him shall bow all who 
go down to the dust, and I shall live for him.  30 Posterity will serve him; future 
generations will be told about the Lord 31 and proclaim his deliverance to a people yet
unborn, saying that he has done it.

CHILDREN’S TIME

† HYMN                           For the Beauty of the Earth                            UMH #92

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON                                   1 John 4:7-21

7 Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is 
born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, for God 
is love. 9 God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into 
the world so that we might live through him. 10 In this is love, not that we loved God 
but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 
11 Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. 12 No 
one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us, and his love is 
perfected in us. 13 By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he 
has given us of his Spirit. 14 And we have seen and do testify that the Father has 
sent his Son as the Savior of the world. 15 God abides in those who confess that 
Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. 16 So we have known and believe 
the love that God has for us. God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, 
and God abides in them. 17 Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may 
have boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world. 
18 There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with 
punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. 19 We love 

because he first loved us. 20 Those who say, “I love God,” and hate a brother or 
sister are liars, for those who do not love a brother or sister, whom they have seen, 
cannot love God, whom they have not seen. 21 The commandment we have from him
is this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also.

MESSAGE                               “Sweet or Sour?”                        Rev. David Magruder

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER  

† AFFIRMATION OF FAITH    A Modern Affirmation                          UMH #885

† GLORIA PATRI                            UMH #70

† HYMN                                 To God Be the Glory                                 UMH #98
    
† BENEDICTION




