
Zion United Methodist Church 
Easter Sunday                                                             April 20, 2025 

 

GATHERING MUSIC                          
 

WELCOME 
 

INTOIT 
 

† CALL TO WORSHIP                        
       

L: Let us rejoice in the news: Christ is Risen! 
P: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

L: Soar we now where Christ has led, following our exalted Head. 
P: Made like him, like him we rise; ours the cross, the grace, the skies! 
 

† HYMN                    Christ the Lord Is Risen Today                           UMH #302 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION            
 

God our Father, by raising Christ your Son, you conquered the power of death 
and opened to us the way of eternal life. Let our celebration today raise us up 
and renew our lives by the Spirit that is within us. Grant this through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON                           Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 
 
1 O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his steadfast love endures forever! 2 Let 
Israel say, “His steadfast love endures forever.” 14 The LORD is my strength and my 
might; he has become my salvation. 15 There are glad songs of victory in the tents of 
the righteous: “The right hand of the LORD does valiantly; 16 the right hand of the 
LORD is exalted; the right hand of the LORD does valiantly.” 17 I shall not die, but I 
shall live and recount the deeds of the LORD. 18 The LORD has punished me severely, 
but he did not give me over to death. 19 Open to me the gates of righteousness, that I 
may enter through them and give thanks to the LORD. 20 This is the gate of the LORD; 
the righteous shall enter through it. 21 I thank you that you have answered me and 
have become my salvation. 22 The stone that the builders rejected has become the 
chief cornerstone. 23 This is the LORD’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. 24 This is 
the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.[ 
 

CHILDREN’S TIME  
 

† HYMN                               Christ Is Alive                                      UMH #318 

GOSPEL LESSON                                                             John 20:1-18 
 

1 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to 
the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 2 So she ran and 
went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to 
them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they 
have laid him.” 3 Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. 
4 The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the 
tomb first. 5 He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he 
did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He 
saw the linen wrappings lying there, 7 and the cloth that had been on Jesus’s head, 
not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. 8 Then the other 
disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed, 9 for as 
yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10 Then 
the disciples returned to their homes. 11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. 
As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb, 12 and she saw two angels in white 
sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the 
feet. 13 They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They 
have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” 14 When 
she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not 
know that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom 
are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you 
have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” 
16 Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” 
(which means Teacher). 17 Jesus said to her, “Do not touch me, because I have not 
yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending 
to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’ ” 18 Mary Magdalene went 
and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord,” and she told them that he 
had said these things to her. 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC                   Just Because He Lives                    Zion Bell Choir 
arranged by: Joel Raney 

 

MESSAGE           “It’s a Celebration & Not a Competition”         Rev. David Magruder 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER   
 

INVITATION & CONFESSION             UMH pg. 12 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING              Insert 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
† Stand as you are able  



† HYMN                      Up from the Grave He Arose                             UMH #322 
 

† BENEDICTION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Zion’s Mission Statement: By following Jesus Christ, we live to bring glory to God as we use 
our gifts to grow, share, nurture, and serve. 

 

Pastor: Rev. David C. Magruder, Administrative Assistant: Sherry Wornom 
Accompanist: Tara Thomas, Youth Ministry Director: Glenna Usselman 

 

Zion United Methodist Church 
2109 Seaford Rd. PO BOX 240, Seaford, VA 23696 

Phone: 757-898-7417 ♦ www.zionseaford.church  ♦  office@zionseaford.church 
Wi-Fi Access: Connect to: Zion Guest, Password: zion1822 

Lectionary for April/May 2025 
 

           April 27                          May 4                May 11            May 18 
    

Acts 5:27-32          Acts 9:1-6        Acts 9:36-43  Acts 11:1-18 
Psalm 150          Psalm 30        Psalm 23  Psalm 148 
Revelation 1:4-8          Revelation 5:11-14       Revelation 7:9-17 Revelation 21:1-6 
John 20:19-31          John 21:1-19       John 10:22-30 Joahn 13:31-35 

 
 
 

† Stand as you are able  

Thank you to the Handbell Choir for sharing their musical gifts 
with us throughout this season. 

 

Viola Collins   John Radcliff  Tara Thomas 
Kelly Dayton   Jessie Raymer   Julia Thompson 
Emily Guhl  Cindy Summerford  Beth Tyree 
Vanessa Knight  Haley Thomas    

  Sherry Wornom, Director 
     
      
 
 
 


