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              IT IS A BLESSED NEW YEAR!! 
 

ñI have a hope in Godða hope that they themselves also acceptðthat there will be a 

resurrection of both the righteous and the unrighteous.ò      Acts 24:15 
 

     The decorations are either down or are quickly coming down in your home 

and in the businesses around us. The Christmas activities and traditions are at 

an end for another year. Some of the exhaustion of the 

rush of the season has subsided, and now it is on to the newness in this New Year. 

While it is easy to become reflective on this past year, thinking of the good, 

the challenging, and the rewarding times, it is also a time in which we should optimis-

tically look to the excitement of something new. 

     While hearing the word ñnewò may at times seem threatening because of additional 

responsibilities and burdens, or because it might mean a change in something we are 

comfortable with, it can also be seen as exciting. What is new on the horizon? How is 

God calling us into ministry in this New Year? 

     But in that word is also a hope. It is a hope of Godôs blessings to us, blessings that 

offer us grace and hope. It is a gift of confidence and gladness. It is a realization of the 

love God has toward us and the calling of Christ to be faithful disciples. It is a new-

ness of our mission to be the light to the world through our actions and our words. That is a hope that produc-

es great fruit. 

     Just as Paul was facing his trial of treason before being transferred to a prison in Rome, he proclaimed his 

faith in Christ and shared his hope that all will one day accept that Christ has been resurrected and lives. In 

this hope and acceptance means a willingness to be open to Christôs work in our lives. That is a hope of new-

ness. 

     As we reflect on another successful year of mission ministry and of 

reaching new people through a number of activities and services, we 

pause to celebrate each of those blessings. We praise God for placing us 

in the right place at the right time to demonstrate Christôs blessings to 

others. We also show our faith and hope through the support of our min-

istries and our efforts to assist others in growing in their faith. 

     In 2025, we celebrated those whose faith journey is done on earth and 

who now rest from their labors. We received new members and baptized 

several who proclaim witness to Christôs work in their lives. We rejoiced 

with the students who completed Confirmation and joined the church, and we praise God for the children who 

continue to offer fresh ideas and opinions in our weekly worship. The St. Nicholas service was a blessing, the 

Bazaar was wonderful, and the special activities of EggFest, VBS, SpookFest, and Community Appreciation 

Day all brought smiles to faces and warmth to the hearts of many. 

     Looking ahead to this New Year, let us continue to grow in faith, and let us continue to commit to grow in 

our small groups, in our Bible studies, in our worship, and in our mission ministries. While at times we may 

need to pause to refresh ourselves from the ministry, we can look to the New Year and new ministries as gifts 

from God, and we can celebrate Godôs loving grace through service to others with hope and faith. Happy New 

Year! 
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ST. NICHOLAS SERVICE BRINGS SUCH JOY AND PEACE  
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²Ŝ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜŘ ŀ {ǘΦ bƛŎƘƻƭŀǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǘƘƛǊŘ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ ȅŜŀǊ 

ƻƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ олΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇŜǿǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƻƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ŬƭƭŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǇŀǊπ

ǝŎƛǇŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭΦ CǊƻƳ WƻǊŘŀƴ ŀƴŘ YŀŎŜȅ 

aǳǊǇƘȅΣ ŀƴŘ DƭŜƴƴŀ ¦ǎǎŜƭƳŀƴ ƭƛƎƘǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ !ŘǾŜƴǘ /ŀƴŘƭŜΣ ǘƻ 

wȅŀƴ .ŜǊǳōŜ ŀƴŘ /ŀǊǎƻƴ .ǳǊǊƛǎ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊŘ ƻŦ DƻŘΣ ǘƘŜ 

ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŜǾƛŘŜƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘǊǳƳǇŜǘǎΣ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ōȅ 

ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ !ǎƘǘƻƴ YŜǎǎƭŜǊ ŀƴŘ !ǎƘ ±ŀƴ±ǊŀƴƪŜƴΣ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ 

.Ŝƭƭ /ƘƻƛǊΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ²ƛƭƭ ŀƴŘ aŀƎƎƛŜ DǊŜŜƴ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŀŎƻπ

ƭȅǘŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ 

ƎƛƊǎΦ 
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¢ƘŜ .Ŝƭƭ /ƘƻƛǊΩǎ ǊƛƴƎƛƴƎΣ ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜŘ 

ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ōȅΣ ¢ŀǊŀ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎΣ 

ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ Ǉƛŀƴƻ ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴƛǎǘΣ 5Ŝōπ

ōƛŜ wƻōƛƴǎƻƴΣ ƻũŜǊŜŘ ǎƻǳƴŘǎ ƻŦ Ƨƻȅ 

ŀƴŘ ǎŀŎǊŜŘƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΣ Ŝƴπ

ƧƻȅŜŘ ōȅ ŀƭƭΦ  

¢ƘŜ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƻũŜǊƛƴƎ 

ǿŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ ōȅ {ŀŘƛŜ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎΣ ǿƘƻ 

ǇƻǊǘǊŀȅŜŘ aƻǘƘŜǊ aŀǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ ōȅ hƭƛπ

ǾŜǊ /ƻƭŘƛǊƻƴΣ ŀǎ WƻǎŜǇƘΦ  

! ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƎƛƊ ŦƻǊ 

ŀƭƭ ǿƘƻ ŀǧŜƴŘπ

ŜŘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ 

ƻǊƴŀƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ 

ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ 

/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ǘǊŜŜǎΣ 

ŘŜǇƛŎǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

ŀǊǘǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ {ǘΦ 

bƛŎƘƻƭŀǎΦ 

¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ŜǾŜπ

ǊȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ 

ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ƳŀƪŜ 

ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǎƻ 

ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƛƴ ǎƻ 

Ƴŀƴȅ ǿŀȅǎΦ 
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