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Past˛ʞ Dˉ˥iʋ 

        A SEASON OF CHANGE 

ñO sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things. His right hand and his 
holy arm have gotten him victory.ò Psalm 98:1 (NRSV) ñFor everything there is 
a season and a time for every matter under heaven.ò (Ecclesiastes 3:1) 

     It always seemed so far away. It was a day that we all speak about, but it 

always seems like it is just a thought, a fleeting moment or concept, and then 

it just goes away. But suddenly, we come 

face-to-face with it. That is the day of retirement. Sadly, I will be leaving 

the Zion UMC family to begin a new life outside of the parish ministry. 

WHAT? 

As I write these words, the many different emotions I experience as I 

reflect on the many wonderful and blessed events, the intimate moments of 

families dealing with crucial events in their lives, and the celebrations of 

new births and new marriages, and of new mission work and new opportu-

nities to serve and to love, all come together. It becomes a blur. How could 

12 years go by so quickly? 

Then, I begin to reflect on the events and experiences that these 12 

years have created. Sadly, I have experienced the pain of death with more 

than 114 church families, but also have shared the hope of resurrection, 

which brings a peace and joy in a completely different way. Then there are 

the celebrations of 40 baptisms, the acceptance of 31 Confirmands, and the reception of 65 new members 

into this church community, all in just 12 short years. What a blessing! 

But numbers donôt tell the complete story, nor reveal the full ministry of Zion. We are a community, 

a family. We experience the joyous and jubilant times, and we unite to walk with one another during the dif-

ficult and trying times. Throughout it all, we find the peace of Christ in our midst. We find the grace of God 

in the warm embraces, the gentle smiles, and the kind and comforting words. We build one another up and 

seek to better serve others. 

     While this may be the last newsletter that I will have this space to share 

how God continues to work in our lives, I will continue to be in ministry 

with you throughout our time on this earth. During these last two months, 

I will remain your pastor and continue to walk with you along this journey 

of life and faith. 

     We will celebrate Mission Sunday this month and build 600 hygiene 

kits for UMCOR. We will witness the baptism of more new members of 

Christôs family, and we will celebrate another June of collecting UMCOR 

kits for Annual Conference, and several of us will even travel to Pennsyl-

vania to deliver the kits to Mission Central. And I am excited to welcome 

a new pastor and his family to our faith community at the end of June. 

     I remain with you in our commitment to grow in faith and in service as 

disciples of Jesus Christ. I join you in looking forward to the coming 

months with a new and fresh heart, and celebrating the Holy Spiritôs 

movement amongst us. Thank you for allowing Julie and myself to join 

with you during these past 12 years in ministry to Christ. 

 We love you all! 
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hƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ ½ƛƻƴ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜŘ ƳƻǊŜ 

ǘƘŀƴ млл ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΣ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ 9ƎƎCŜǎǘ ǘƘƛǎ 

ȅŜŀǊΗ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƎŀƳŜǎΣ ǇǊƛȊŜǎΣ 

ŎǊŀƊǎΣ ŀƴ  ƛƴƅŀǘŀōƭŜ ǎƭƛŘŜΣ ŀ Ǿƛǎƛǘ 

ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǎǘŜǊ .ǳƴƴȅΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ 

ƳŀǎǎƛǾŜ ŜƎƎ Ƙǳƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǾŜǊ 

нΣрлл ŜƎƎǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ 

ǘǊǳƭȅ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǝƳŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭΗ  

{ǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ 

ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǝƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 

ǎǘǳŶƴƎ ƻŦ ŜƎƎǎΣ ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŘŜŎƻǊŀǝƻƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ 

ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ Ǌǳƴ ǎƳƻƻǘƘƭȅΗ 
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